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wants to sell 8,000 bottles of its prized Navy-issue rum at a discount. The rum has been used as a
military-issue "medicine" in Afghanistan and Iraq for years. It can be used to make water more
palatable, or as a medicinal treatment for back pain or simple diarrhea. "As the war against al-Qaeda
continues to gain momentum," a solicitation for the sale of the rum says, "the need to provide
logistical support to the forces in action in support of this effort has resulted in the proliferation of
the use of military rum in this combat zone." ADVERTISEMENT In fact, as of Dec. 1, the Navy has
purchased 105,000 bottles, according to the solicitation, which went out to contractors this week.
Contractors would be paid for the bottles, but would get to keep any money that is left over after
paying for transportation, shipping and handling costs. The Navy says it is considering taking the
remaining inventory of bottles, which number about 8,000, and selling it to a pharmaceutical
company or similar entity. Rum and whiskey have seen a surge in popularity since the military's first
use of the potent spirits in World War I, and the Pentagon has made the final sale of bottles it
obtained in the 1800s part of its annual budget for fiscal year 2017. The contract for the sale of the
rum is valued at about $1.4 million and would be one of the largest items in the Department of
Defense's annual budget next year. The federal government has spent about $22.4 million on the
purchase of 1.13 million bottles of rum to be distributed to servicemembers since 2011, according to
the Defense Logistics Agency. The solicitation says it will have the eight remaining bottles of Navy-
issue rum available beginning on Sept. 1. The Navy needs the money from the
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